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Wnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2204

September 1, 2004

The Honorable Colin Powell
Secretary of State

2201 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20520

Dear Secretary Powell:

We are writing in follow-up to the August 9, 2004 report issued by the Ontario
Ministry of Environment, urging the development of an action plan in response to a
number of industrial chemical spills along the St. Clair River. We urge that you
personally raise this issue with the Canadian government and underscore the importance
of swift implementation of the report’s recommendations.

As you know, we also wrote to you on March 10, 2004 regarding the numerous
chemical spills by Canadian industry into the St. Clair River. Over the past year,
Canadian industry has spilled 650 pounds of vinyl chloride monomer, and 42,000 gallons
of methyl ethyl ketone and methyl isobutyl ketone, polluting the drinking water supply
and posing serious health concerns to downstream communities in Southeast Michigan.

The Ontario Ministry of Environment has taken action to prevent future spills.
The Industrial Pollution Action Team’s report and recommendations call for a timetable
and development of an action plan in five main areas: spill prevention, spill detection on-
and off- site; spill response and notification; human and ecosystem health impacts; and
communications.

The St. Clair River is the source of drinking water for approximately five million
citizens of the United States and Canada. Meetings have been conducted between local,
state and provincial officials in the United States and Canada, and it is imperative that the
Bush Administration take immediate action to prevent any future spills.
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We appreciate your attention to this matter and we look forward to your prompt
response.

Sincerely,

P

Car Vin - Debbie Stabenow

\@ Levin

CC: Administrator Mike Leavitt, Environmental Protection Agency



